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The Miami-Dade MPO 
 Freight Transportation Advisory Committee 
 
MEETING AGENDA 

Stephen P. Clark/County Administration Building 
Wednesday – October 25, 2006    
Conference Room  1188--11 
3:00 PM 
 
 
 

 

FFTTAACC  AAGGEENNDDAA  
• Self  Introductions  

Chairwoman Sylvia Bernstein 

• Approve Agenda 
• Approve Meeting Minutes – September , 2006 
• Critical Update of I-95/NW 6th Street Slip Ramp  
• Introduction of new Truck Route Study 
• Update on Rail Access to Port Study 
• Ideas for New Studies for next UPWP 
• Discuss Committee By-laws (emailed last month) 

 

Adjourn  
 

2006 10-25-06 FTAC Agenda 



FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING NOTES 

WEDNESDAY, October 25, 2006 
 

The October meeting of FTAC was held at 3:00 pm in Conference Room 18-1 
. 
The following individuals were in attendance: 
FTAC Members 
Sylvia Bernstein FTAC Chair 
Jorge Rovirosa FTAC Vice-Chair 
Doug Tannehill C-H Robinson 
Del Bryan  Overtown Adv. Board 
Mariella Marrero 
Barbara Pimentel FCBF 
Eddie Rodriguez P&L Towing  
Guests 
Fran Bohnsack Miami River Marine Group 
David Peebles  Odebrecht 
Staff 
Larry Foutz  Miami-Dade MPO 
Oscar Camejo  Miami-Dade MPO 
 
The Chair reminded the committee that the minutes had been sent out prior to the 
meeting.  The minutes were moved and approved. 
 
Oscar Camejo of the MPO introduced himself to the Committee.  He is responsible for 
the preparation of the annual Unified Planning Work Program.  Every year at this time 
the MPO sends out a brochure that is a “Call for Ideas”. During the period from 
November to January 12, 2007 individuals, groups and agencies could support proposals 
for planning studies.  He estimated that about $500,000 would be available for studies.  
Last year 20 projects were submitted and 12 were funded.  The committee members 
could submit project ideas directly to him as OSC@miamidade.gov.   
 
Fran Bohnsack had attended the meeting to present a 6 minute video representing a 
potential project she wanted the FTAC to support.  The Miami River was being squeezed 
from both ends and as a result their was a need to do better planning for the River.  She 
met D. Peebles from Odebrecht who put together a proposal for the River and she was 
looking for support.  The video was ran which put together a proposal for the integration 
of the River, FEC rail yard, and air cargo areas utilizing the 36th Street corridor. 
 
The committee was very pleased with the presentation a suggested a study to examine the 
best way to integrate cargo and freight activity from the Seaport, the Miami River, the 
Airport and the FEC Rail Yard. 
 
Dave Peebles suggested we contact Rosa Roundtree from Georgia DOT about the 
conversion of HOV lanes to Truck Only Toll Lanes and how truckers loved them because 



the time savings more than compensated for the tolls.  The committee was extremely 
enthusiastic about this idea.  Need to contact MDX about this idea.  
 
Fran then asked for a study to pay for a demonstration project for short sea shipping from 
the POM to a location on the Miami River.  Staff explained that the MPO could not fund 
a demonstration project, but a planning study could be proposed to follow the 
demonstration project and document the results of the demonstration project.   
 
Another suggestion for a study was to develop a truck only corridor between the Port and 
the FEC Yard.  The Chair said that idea could be part of the Truck Route Study.  The 
Chair asked for the schedule for the completion of the Truck Route Study.  Staff replied 
that completion was scheduled for June 30.  The Chair expressed her disappointment and 
stated that the project could be completed in 60 days. 
 
A discussion followed about the impacts of congestion on the freight movement and the 
frustration of the committee that projects were only studied and nothing seemed to be 
getting built.  Major points made during the discussion included: 

• Why do projects go nowhere? 
• When are we going to build something? 
• Cargo is  moving up North because of congestion 
• Port Everglades is “killing” the POM 
• It is logistics and not congestion that is killing the Port. 
• The Port is open 24 hours but the gates are only open 12 hours per day.  There 

is not enough volume to be open longer. 
• New gates will make a huge difference in the operations of the Port. 
 

The committee addressed the need to continuing lobbying for the I-95/6th Street Slip 
Ramp.   The committee thought that it was critical that as a group they speak to FDOT 
Secretary Johnny Martinez as a group about the ramp, so that he understood that the only 
thing being proposed by the FTAC is the ramp.  The committee was not recommending 
any other improvements, and that there would be no new impacts to Overtown or along 
5th Street.  The committee wanted to contact Dana Nottingham with DDA to get their 
support for the project.  It was agreed that each FTAC member would try to see their 
Commissioner to clarify the scope of the recommendation.  Finally it was decided that 
Jorge Rovirosa would present the FTAC position at the MPO meeting.  Jorge asked for 
MPO staff support with materials. 
 
Staff stated that the kick-off meeting for the Truck Route Study was in two weeks and 
that the FTAC would be used as the technical committee for the study.  The chair again 
expressed her feelings that the project could be done very quickly. 
 
Staff stated that the rail access study to the Port was nearing completion and the final 
report would be presented next month.  The study was looking a rail tunnel from the 
POM to points either to the north or to the west.  The first stage was to consider the FEC 
proposal for a rail yard on the Port and the shipment of one train per day in each 



direction.  The study would then look at the combined other improvements to see the 
demand for a rail tunnel, the feasibility of a tunnel, the cost of the tunnel and its impacts. 
Many members questioned the reason for the study and that we didn’t need a study to 
answer those questions. 
 
Clarification was asked about an architect’s proposal for an above grade connection from 
the Port.  Staff said that they understood that the proposal was not a study and that it was 
just an idea that entailed connecting the Port to bay front and using a cantilevered  
roadway along the edge of the bay crossing under I-395 then ramping up to meet the 
bridge on I-395.  Jorge stated that a similar alternative had been proposed in the initial 
study for the tunnel. 
 
Staff pointed out that proposed by-laws had been sent out a month ago.  It was asked why 
we need by-laws and staff responded that we need to define the term of office for 
officers, that we needed a way to remove members that did not participate and that we 
needed to define what constituted a quorum.  Staff asked the committee to be prepared to 
adopt by-laws for the next meeting.   
 
The next meeting was set for Wednesday November 15, 2006 at 3:00. 
  
Staff reminded the committee that the next meeting would involve selecting projects to 
be recommended for funding in the Unified Work Program.  In addition to the ones 
discussed earlier staff was encourage to think about things that had been mentioned 
earlier such as freight studies for Doral/Medley, and conceptual studies for capital 
projects  such as improvements to the freeway system. 
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